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DOOR IN THE RESIDENCE OF MR. BENN PITMAN, CINCINNATI. 
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A DOOR IN THE RESIDENCE OF MR. BENN 
PITMAN, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 



THE illustration of the door and casing presented on page 68 
is one of many examples from the residence of Mr. Benn 
Pitman, at Cincinnati. The door and casing are of cherry, 
somewhat darkened with alkanet root; the lower panels are'of 
oak. The carved bird panel, representing morning, in 4$ inches 
relief, is the work of Mrs. Benn Pitman. 



BESIDES the Bolton sheetings, hangings can be made of a 
goodly number of materials, many of which are effective 
and serviceable, without being over costly. Linen is highly 
recommended for the purpose, but seems better suited to summer 
than to winter use. Pine wool serge is excellent, as is cotton 
rep and tapestry cloth, not to mention the dozens of wonder- 
fully beautiful things which can be purchased with a slightly 
large outlay of money. One of our leading art periodicals 
gives a suggestion for a set of bedroom embroideries which is 
too good not to be repeated. The material is brown linen, 
which is embroidered in a design of scarlet poppies, but the bed 
curtains are the point of special interest. They have the poppies 
worked in a border design, with the following apt quotation as 
an adjunct : 

" 1 bring," said the poppy, yawning, 

"The gift man longs to possess; 
That he racks the world in seeking— 

I bring him forgetfulness." 

As a rule sentiment in either prose or verse is to be avoided 
by the ambitious decorator. It is apt to become wearisome after 
a short time, no matter how well selected it may have been at 
the start, but the lines quoted above are so singularly well 
suited to the purpose that they can be used with little fear. 
The same is true of a few other quotations, but the taste once 
acquired is so apt to run wild that prudence advises a total ab- 
stinence. Now, however, that the rule has been fairly broken 
It may be admissible to suggest some one or two other senti- 
ments that are peculiarly well suited to the word under discus- 
sion, Shakespeare's "Sleep give thee all his rest," is well suited 
to the guest room, as is also the familiar "Sleep dwell upon 
thine eyes, peace in thy breast." In fact, whosoever has a lik- 
ing for this form of decoration need not lack appropriate mate- 
rial, but let all painstaking women beware of hackneyed senti- 
ment and threadbare verse. 



There should be a place for each member of the household 
in any room, and attention to these details causes the furniture 
in some measure to arrange itself, and be so placed that it shows 
to the greatest advantage, and can at the same time be used by 
the owners in the best manner possible. If more lamps are re- 
quired in a room than the two or three that are usually quite 
sufficient for the purpose of general lighting, those who require 
special lamps should be encouraged to look after them them- 
selves. On the daughters of the house should devolve all the 
flower tending, and the finer parts of housekeeping, of which 
their mother will no doubt be weary, and will be only too glad 
to hand over to those who are full of energy, as well as of the 
very newest ideas on the subject of interior arrangement and 
decoration. 



COSEY CORNERS. 



HOW to transform the ordinary hall bed-room into a boudoir 
is a subject that is certain to interest our readers. The illus- 
tration gives a very good idea of the artistic transformation 
that can be very readily accomplished at a light expense. The en- 
tire room is, in fact, a cosey corner in itself. There is a divan run- 
ning across the window, and to a certain extent along the two 
sides of the room. On the right is seen a curtain hung upon a 
rod which conceals one end of the divan, thus making a shel- 
tered place in which to sit and read, and breaking up admira- 




A Hall Bedroom Transformed into a Den. 

bly the long straight look of the wall, which too often makes 
the ordinary room the most dismal place in the world. The 
right-hand side of the seat is about two feet longer than the 
left-hand side, which prevents the divan from having the ap- 
pearance of a family pew in church ; thus, arranged with the 
two uneven ends, the seat looks like nothing but what it is, a 
comfortable lounge, where one can sit and read, and forms a 



